THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

supplies at Naples were also bombed with good effect
early in November.
Every blow of this kind is as damaging to the
Luftwaffe as if it were aimed at the German machines
in the air. The estimated production of oil of all
kinds in the countries under German control is
about eleven and a half million tons a year; the
consumption in the same countries is certainly not
less than twenty million tons. No doubt the Nazis
will wrest every gallon of oil that they can from the
dominated countries, but they must leave enough
for agriculture to be maintained, in their own in-
terests. That fatal gap will be opened still wider by
the strong arm of our Bomber Command in the
months to come.
Raids on Enemy Aerodromes
Oil is not the only element of Nazi air power
which is vulnerable at source. The machines them-
selves, made and in the making, can also be sought
out and smashed on the ground. These have, there-
fore, been primary objectives of the Bomber Com-
mand, and hundreds of raids have been carried out
against German aerodromes (including those in
countries occupied by German forces), while air-
craft factories have also been attacked on many
occasions. 'Royal Air Force bombers dealt more
blows at the German air force last night,' it was
stated in an Air Ministry Bulletin of July 15. 'The
chosen targets were the factories which build air-
craft, the oil refineries which supply them with fuel,
and the aerodromes from which they take off to raid
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